
I Drew It Then I Knew It  
Famous Artists 

C O M P A N I O N
W O R K B O O K



Disclosure
Copyright Southern HodgePodge LLC -

ChalkPastel.com
 

All rights reserved. No part of this content can
be shared, replicated, republished, or

recirculated in any manner without written
permission from the copyright owner. 

C H A L K P A S T E L . C O M

Reference List
 

“Biography.” Biography US Presidents, A&E
Television Networks, LLC. 2020, U.S. Presidents|

Biography.com - Biography
 

“Wikipedia.” 2020, U.S. Wikipedia, the free
encyclopedia

 
“Britannica.” Biography US Presidents,2020,

Encyclopedia Britannica | Britannica

https://www.chalkpastel.com/
https://www.biography.com/us-president
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Main_Page
https://www.britannica.com/


Ideas For Using Our
Companion Workbooks

Here at You ARE An Artist, we want your family to get the most out of your
time together learning at home. We believe art is an essential component of
education and having fun! 

Homeschooling doesn't have to be boring, and we are here to help you have
memorable experiences while you educate at home. There is no need to skip
art; let it become the best part of your homeschool week! 

Hands-on creativity with art is a good fit for all learning styles. That's a win-
win for homeschools with multiple students; everyone can join in! By adding
art to your homeschool lessons, your children are more likely to retain the
information.

We have designed our workbooks to be an educational resource and
companion to our I Drew It Then I Knew It Series. Here are some tips to help
you navigate the workbooks and plan ahead with your curriculum in mind.

Note: Each series may vary slightly. Some series will not have each component
mentioned.

Planners: Our planners are designed for homeschool parents with flexibility in
mind. If you want to map out what you plan to study for the entire year, you
can use our annual curriculum planner. By mapping out what you will do for
the year, you can match your art themes along with your family's history,
reading, and other subjects as you go. Track hours and art lessons with our
monthly art tracker; you can easily use this for your portfolio if you are
keeping one. The monthly art tracker also works well if you are tracking hours
for an art credit. Lastly, we have included a weekly planner to stay on top of
weekly art lessons and other assignments.
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Ideas For Using Our
Companion Workbooks

Fact Sheet: Use the fact sheet before your art lesson to cover some interesting
facts about the subject to get your children engaged. These facts may also create
some fun talking points while you create your artwork together.

Detective Worksheet: If you want to include a little writing and research on the
subject we drew, use our open-ended detective worksheet to keep the learning
alive afterward. The detective worksheet could also be used as a questionnaire
later, or writing and research prompts for the following day. This will also make a
great addition to your educational portfolio if you are required to keep one. The
questions for each workbook are the same and can be reused for each individual
art lesson.  

Biography or Overview: Before each lesson, you may want to read aloud our quick
biography or overview of the subject to your children. Whether we will draw a
person, place, or thing - we will give you a brief summary, bio, or background, so
you don't have to search it out beforehand. This is a fantastic resource to help you
as you are teaching multiple ages or performing family-style learning. It can also
help you save time by combining multiple children in one subject.

Book List: Books and read alouds are another way to make the most of learning
together. We have a list of recommended books to add to your studies about with
what we are drawing together. The book list includes books for various ages to
choose from. Our book list will help you plan what books to buy or reserve from
the library in advance. 

Extension Ideas

Expand on the Facts: If your students found our fact sheet interesting, maybe they
would like to scour the internet for more fascinating facts. They can make a list of
all the additional facts they find and share at the dinner table.
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Ideas For Using Our
Companion Workbooks

Research: For older students, assign a read-aloud or research project. They
could write a paper on the subject that we drew or give them a fun writing
prompt to run with. 

Unit Studies: We have plenty of resources in each workbook to help you
create an entire unit study around any or all of the art lessons included. There
is no time limit for a unit study. Your family can linger in each series for
anywhere from 6-weeks to an entire semester. It depends on your family's
interest in the topic and desire to continue learning. 

Tea Time: Tea time is a wonderful way to get your children around the table,
creating art, reading aloud together, and learning. You can call it tea time or
have fun Fridays, whatever works for your family to make a special time of it
all. But by adding snacks, drinks, or something fun, you can begin to create a
routine and something that your children will look forward to each day, week,
or month. 

Reports: If you want to round out your latest I Drew It And I Knew It series,
wrap it up with a report. Have your students collect their artwork to show the
family all they have learned, along with either a written or oral description.
This is a great way to end a series and see what all your students have
learned so far. It also makes a great keepsake or evidence for your portfolio if
you keep one.

Art Shows: This one is fun and another way for the whole family to see all of
the artwork. Have a family art show after dinner once a week or once a
month. Let each student pick their best piece and showcase it somewhere in
the house until next time. 

Remember, all of this counts as learning! We hope this gives you some ideas
and inspiration to add each I Drew It And I Knew It series into your homeschool
curriculum.
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Recommended Companion
Books for Famous Artists 

There are so many quality books to choose from to expand your
learning about this topic. Here are a few ideas to help you plan. 

Treasury of Audubon Birds: 130 Plates from The Birds of America
 - John James Audubon and Alan Weissman - All Ages

Leonardo. The Complete Paintings and Drawings
 - Frank Zöllner and Johannes Nathan - All Ages

Degas and the Little Dancer
 - Laurence Anholt - Preschool to Elementary 

Roy Lichtenstein (Getting to Know the World's Greatest Artists) 
- Mike Venezia - Elementary

Mornings with Monet
 - Barb Rosenstock - Preschool to Elementary 

A Beatrix Potter Treasury
- Beatrix Potter - Preschool to Elementary 

A Child's Introduction to Art: The World's Greatest Paintings and
Sculptures (A Child's Introduction Series)
 - Heather Alexander and Meredith Hamilton - All Ages

The Arts: A Visual Encyclopedia
 - DK - Upper Elementary to Teen

The Story of Paintings: A History of Art for Children
- Mick Manning - Upper Elementary to Teen

https://www.amazon.com/Treasury-Audubon-Birds-Plates-America/dp/0486841790/ref=sr_1_2?crid=2OA88M0FSDFSA&dchild=1&keywords=john+james+audubon&qid=1616614739&sprefix=john+james+aud%2Caps%2C197&sr=8-2
https://www.amazon.com/Leonardo-Complete-Paintings-Drawings-Z%C3%B6llner/dp/3836576252/ref=sr_1_2?dchild=1&keywords=leonardo+davinci&qid=1616614828&sr=8-2
https://www.amazon.com/Little-Dancer-Anholts-Artists-Children/dp/0764138529/ref=sr_1_29?dchild=1&keywords=edgar+degas&qid=1616614895&sr=8-29
https://www.amazon.com/Laurence-Anholt/e/B000AP9QKU?ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_29&qid=1616614895&sr=8-29
https://www.amazon.com/Lichtenstein-Getting-Worlds-Greatest-Artists/dp/0516259636/ref=sr_1_6?crid=XGUAHRBDA7LV&dchild=1&keywords=roy+lichtenstein+book&qid=1616615067&sprefix=roy+li%2Caps%2C193&sr=8-6
https://www.amazon.com/Mornings-Monet-Barb-Rosenstock/dp/0525708170/ref=sr_1_11?dchild=1&keywords=monet+book&qid=1616615287&sr=8-11
https://www.amazon.com/Barb-Rosenstock/e/B003ECSCII/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
https://www.amazon.com/Beatrix-Potter-Treasury/dp/0723259577/ref=sr_1_3?dchild=1&keywords=beatrix+potter&qid=1616615408&sr=8-3
https://www.amazon.com/Beatrix-Potter-Treasury/dp/0723259577/ref=sr_1_3?dchild=1&keywords=beatrix+potter&qid=1616615408&sr=8-3
https://www.amazon.com/Childs-Introduction-Art-Paintings-Sculptures/dp/1579129560/ref=sr_1_3?crid=2OKX5768ZPBU7&dchild=1&keywords=rembrandt+book+for+kids&qid=1616615560&sprefix=rembrandt+book%2Caps%2C208&sr=8-3
https://www.amazon.com/Heather-Alexander/e/B004BTW748?ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_3&qid=1616615560&sr=8-3
https://www.amazon.com/Arts-Visual-Encyclopedia-DK/dp/1465462902/ref=sr_1_9?dchild=1&keywords=artists+for+kids&qid=1616615782&s=books&sr=1-9
https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&field-author=Mick+Manning&text=Mick+Manning&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books


Recommended Companion
Books for Famous Artists 

There are so many quality books to choose from to expand your
learning about this topic. Here are a few ideas to help you plan. 

A Splash of Red: The Life and Art of Horace Pippin
- Jen Bryant - Elementary

A Time to Keep: The Tasha Tudor Book of Holidays
- Tasha Tudor - Elementary

The Very Hungry Caterpillar
- Eric Carle - Preschool to Elementary

https://www.amazon.com/Treasury-Audubon-Birds-Plates-America/dp/0486841790/ref=sr_1_2?crid=2OA88M0FSDFSA&dchild=1&keywords=john+james+audubon&qid=1616614739&sprefix=john+james+aud%2Caps%2C197&sr=8-2
https://www.amazon.com/Treasury-Audubon-Birds-Plates-America/dp/0486841790/ref=sr_1_2?crid=2OA88M0FSDFSA&dchild=1&keywords=john+james+audubon&qid=1616614739&sprefix=john+james+aud%2Caps%2C197&sr=8-2
https://www.amazon.com/Treasury-Audubon-Birds-Plates-America/dp/0486841790/ref=sr_1_2?crid=2OA88M0FSDFSA&dchild=1&keywords=john+james+audubon&qid=1616614739&sprefix=john+james+aud%2Caps%2C197&sr=8-2
https://www.amazon.com/Treasury-Audubon-Birds-Plates-America/dp/0486841790/ref=sr_1_2?crid=2OA88M0FSDFSA&dchild=1&keywords=john+james+audubon&qid=1616614739&sprefix=john+james+aud%2Caps%2C197&sr=8-2


Detective Work

W H O  I S  Y O U R  F A V O R I T E  A R T I S T ?

W H A T  I S  T H E  M O S T  I N T E R E S T I N G  T H I N G  Y O U  H A V E
P A I N T E D ?

I F  Y O U  C O U L D  A S K  A N Y  F A M O U S  A R T I S T  O N E  Q U E S T I O N ,
W H O  W O U L D  Y O U  A S K  A N D  W H A T  W O U L D  I T  B E ?

Here are just a few questions to ponder and discuss as you work
through the I Drew It Then I Knew It Famous Artists

 series. We encourage you to look up passages that coincide with what
you are studying, research, and always find ways to learn more. 

 

page #brand name contact info

01

02

03

04

W H A T  I S  S O M E T H I N G  Y O U  W O U L D  L I K E  T O  C R E A T E  T H A T
Y O U  H A V E N ' T  Y E T ?



Remember,
You ARE An Artist!

N A N A



5
Fast Facts

01 02
Audubon identified 25
new species of birds. 

Audubon conducted the first
bird-banding experiment in the
western hemisphere.

03 04
Audubon was born Jean-
Jacques and changed his

name to John James when he
was 18. 

The Birds of America is
considered one of the
best ornithological works
ever completed. 

05
In 2010, a copy of The Birds of America sold at auction for
$11.5 mill ion — the second-highest price ever paid for a single
printed book. 

John James Audubon
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Birds_of_America
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2010-12-07/aristocrats-seeking-cash-boost-119-million-old-master-auctions-in-london


Biography

Here is a short biography. We encourage you to research and discover on
your own if you want a more comprehensive look at the topic. Books,

internet searches, and more can help you uncover even more fascinating
information. 

John James Audubon
 John James Audubon was born Jean-Jacques Rabin on April 26, 1785. He was

born in Haiti on his father's sugarcane plantation. His father was a French
naval officer, and his mother was a chambermaid. His mother died when he
was only a few months old. 

At age 18, Audubon boarded a ship in 1803 to immigrate to the United States;
that's when he changed his name to John James Audubon. He obtained a false
passport to avoid forced enlistment into Napoleon's army. 

Audubon was a well-rounded gentleman; he played flute and violin, he learned
to ride, fence, and dance. He loved roaming in the woods and often returned
with nature finds, like bird eggs and nests. 

In addition to his love for painting and drawing birds and wildlife Audubon was
an expert taxidermist. He traveled all over in pursuit of his bird studies. 

After 14 years of dedicated work, in 1827, The Birds of America began
publishing in sections. The book consisted of 497 species of birds. The cost of
printing the massive work was $115,640. 

In Audubon's later years, his health worsened with Alzheimer's disease. January
27, 1851, Audubon died in his family home. 

Be sure to enjoy Nana’s John James Audubon podcast and learn even more
about this famous artist.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fencing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alzheimer%27s_disease
https://www.chalkpastel.com/famous-artist-john-james-audubon/


5
Fast Facts

01 02

Leonardo is referred to as an Italian polymath. A
polymath is a person with a wide range of knowledge
about many things. 

Leonardo had 12
siblings and half-
siblings.

03 04
Leonardo da Vinci was
left handed.

The earliest of Leonardo’s
works is a drawing in pen
and ink of the Arno valley,
drawn on August 5, 1473. 

05

The Mona Lisa and The
Last Supper are two of
Leonardo's most
famous paintings.

Leonardo da Vinci
 



Biography

Here is a short biography. We encourage you to research and discover on
your own if you want a more comprehensive look at the topic. Books,

internet searches, and more can help you uncover even more fascinating
information.

Leonardo da Vinci
 Leonardo di ser Piero da Vinci was born in April of 1452 in the Tuscan town of Vinci.

His parents were unmarried, his father a wealthy notary, and his mother a peasant. 

Throughout his life, his father married four times, and Leonardo had 12 siblings and
half-siblings. 

Leonardo had no formal academic education over his lifetime. Still, his natural
talents and curiosity were all he needed to develop as one of the most well-known
renaissance men of his time. 

At the age of 14, he became a Garzone (studio boy) in Andrea del Verrocchio's
workshop, who was the leading Florentine painter and sculptor of his time. He was
an apprentice by the time he was 17 and remained so for seven years. During his
time as an apprentice, Leonardo was exposed to a wide range of artistic,
theoretical, and technical skills. 

By the age of 20, Leonardo was a master in the Guild of Saint Luke. Leonardo
continued to paint, draw, and sculpt, but he was known for not completing projects.

In 1500, he was appointed as a military architect and engineer for Cesare Borgia.
By 1503 he was back to painting portraits full-time, like the famous Mona Lisa. 

Leonardo created countless paintings, drawings, and fascinating notes throughout
his lifetime. Leonardo died in France on 2 May 1519 at the age of 67, possibly of a
stroke. 

Be sure to enjoy Nana’s Leonardo da Vinci podcast and learn even more about this
famous artist.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guild_of_Saint_Luke
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cesare_Borgia
https://www.chalkpastel.com/famous-artist-leonardo-da-vinci/


5
Fast Facts

01 02
Degas created over 150
sculptures from wax, clay,
and plasticine. 

Degas was an obsessive
collector of lace handkerchiefs
and walking sticks.

03 04

Degas' Danseuse au Repos (c.1879) sold for $27.9 mill ion
in 1999, making it his most expensive work to date.

Degas had a long friendship
and collaboration with the
American Impressionist
painter Mary Cassatt.

05

Edgar Degas
 

At the age of 36, Degas
began experiencing visual
problems, which worsened
throughout his l ife.



Biography

Here is a short biography. We encourage you to research and discover on
your own if you want a more comprehensive look at the topic. Books,

internet searches, and more can help you uncover even more fascinating
information.

Edgar Degas
 

Edgar Degas was born Hilaire-Germain-Edgar De Gas on July 19, 1834, in Paris,
France, to a wealthy family. He was the oldest of five siblings. 

Degas began painting early in life and had turned a room into an art studio by the
time he was 18. At the beginning of his career, he wanted to be a history painter,
but he eventually started painting modern life. 

Degas was a French Impressionist artist famous for his pastel drawings and oil
paintings. Degas also created bronze sculptures, prints, and drawings. But he
especially enjoyed the subject of dance; more than half of his works depict
dancers. 

Although Degas is regarded as one of Impressionism's founders, he rejected the
term, preferring to be called a realist and did not paint outdoors as many
Impressionists did. This was mostly because of his eyes, he had a retinal disease
that caused his eyes to be light-sensitive. 

In 1917, Degas died at the age of 83. 

Be sure to enjoy Nana’s Edgar Degas podcast and learn even more about this
famous artist.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Impressionism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bronze
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sculpture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Printmaking
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Realist_visual_arts
https://www.chalkpastel.com/famous-artist-edgar-degas/


5
Fast Facts

01 02
WHAAM! is Roy
Lichtenstein's most
famous painting. 

In 1964, Lichtenstein became
the first American to exhibit at
the Tate Gallery in London. 

03 04

Along with American filmmaker Joel Freedman,
Lichtenstein made a film which was titled Three
Landscapes .

Roy Lichtenstein started
as a cubist artist. 

05

Roy Lichtenstein
 

Roy Lichtenstein's 1963
painting Woman with
Flowered Hat sold for $56.1
mill ion in May 2013. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tate


Biography

Here is a short biography. We encourage you to research and discover on
your own if you want a more comprehensive look at the topic. Books,

internet searches, and more can help you uncover even more fascinating
information. 

Roy Lichtenstein
 

Roy Fox Lichtenstein was born October 27, 1923, to a middle-class Jewish family. 

He began studying art in school, and in 1939, Lichtenstein's last year of high school,
he enrolled in summer classes at the Art Students League of New York. 

Lichtenstein left New York to study fine arts at Ohio State University but had to put
his studies on hold for a few years while he went off to the army. 

Once he was discharged from the military in 1946, he went back to his art studies at
Ohio State University, where he received a Master of Fine Arts Degree in 1949. 

He worked as an art instructor off and on at Ohio State University for ten years. 

Lichtenstein was an American pop artist, and During the 1960s, he became a
leading figure in the new art movement. Lichtenstein's works based on enlarged
panels from comic books opened up a widespread debate about their merits as art.
Critics disliked that Lichtenstein did not give proper credit to the original works or
artists he copied. 

Lichtenstein purchased a former carriage house in Southampton, Long Island, built
a studio on the property, and spent much of the 1970s in seclusion.

Over his lifetime, Lichtenstein was married twice and had two sons. He died from
pneumonia in September of 1997. 



5
Fast Facts

01 02

Michelangelo completed
artworks for nine different
Catholic Popes over his
lifetime. 

Michelangelo was appointed
director of the city’s
fortifications in Florence
around 1527.

03 04

Michelangelo was an accomplished poet. Though
none of his works were formally published in his
lifetime, they circulated among Rome’s literati. 

Michelangelo's sculpture
Pieta is the only work he
ever signed. 

05

Michelangelo
 

Two of Michelangelo's most
famous works have been
victims of vandalism.



Biography

Here is a short biography. We encourage you to research and discover on
your own if you want a more comprehensive look at the topic. Books,

internet searches, and more can help you uncover even more fascinating
information.

Michelangelo
 Michelangelo di Lodovico Buonarroti Simoni was born March 6, 1475 in Caprese, a

village in Italy. His father was the local judicial administrator. Months after his birth,
the family relocated to Florence, where he was raised. His mother died when he
was only six years old. 

At the age of thirteen, Michelangelo became an apprentice to Ghirlandaio, a master
of fresco painting. Michelangelo became one of Ghirlandaio's top two students. 

Michelangelo attended Platonic Academy, where he studied prominent
philosophers and writers of their time. He sculpted for much of his time there and
continued sculpting after he left. 

As a young adult, he was commissioned to sculpt pieces in Florence, Bologna, and
Rome for various people. At the age of 26, he began his work on the famous Statue
of David. It took him four years to complete the statue. 

Besides the Statue of David, some of his other well-known works are Pieta, the
Sistine Chapel ceiling, Moses, and architecture such as St. Peter's Basilica. 

Michelangelo sculpted until his death; he died in Rome in 1564, at the age of 88. 

Be sure to enjoy Nana’s Michelangelo podcast and learn even more about this
famous artist.

https://www.chalkpastel.com/famous-artist-michelangelo/


5
Fast Facts

01 02
Monet was a popular
caricaturist before
becoming a painter. 

Monet struggled with
bouts of depression
throughout his l ife.

03 04

In 1874, Monet and others, including Renoir, Edgar
Degas, and Paul Cézanne, formed the Anonymous
Society of Painters, Sculptors, and Engravers and
organized an independent exhibition. It would later
become known as The First Impressionist Exhibition.

Monet created a bateau-
atelier (studio boat) from
which he painted many of
his water-scene pieces. 

05

Claude Monet
 

In Monet's later years,
he developed cataracts,
giving his paintings a
reddish tone from this
period. 



Biography

Here is a short biography. We encourage you to research and discover on
your own if you want a more comprehensive look at the topic. Books,

internet searches, and more can help you uncover even more fascinating
information.

Claude Monet
 

Oscar-Claude Monet was born in Paris on November 14, 1840. In 1845, his family
moved to Normandy. 

Monet's father wanted him to go into the family's ship-chandling and grocery
business. But Monet wanted to become an artist. His mother was a singer and
supported Monet's desire for an art career. 

In 1851, Monet entered Le Havre, a secondary school of the arts. Locals knew him
well for his charcoal caricatures, which he would sell for ten to twenty francs. 

While he studied art, he noticed that many artists would copy works from the old
masters, but Monet preferred to paint what he saw. He enjoyed documenting
nature and the French countryside through his painting. 

Monet was a founder of French Impressionist painting, among other well-known
artists. In the 1880s, Monet's paintings began to sell well enough that he was
financially able to buy a home. His beautiful gardens were an on-going project that
he enjoyed immensely. Many of his famous works are paintings from his garden. 

Monet died of lung cancer in December of 1926 at the age of 86. 

Be sure to enjoy Nana’s Claude Monet podcast and learn even more about this
famous artist.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ship_chandling
https://www.chalkpastel.com/famous-artist-claude-monet/


5
Fast Facts

01 02
Beatrix Potter never went
to school. She was
educated at home by a
governess until she was 17. 

Beatrix was fascinated by fungi. She became a gifted
scientific il lustrator and wrote a paper, “On the
Germination of the Spores of Agaricineae,” proposing
her theory for how fungi spores reproduced.

03 04
Potter's last picture book,
"The Tale of Little Pig
Robinson", was published in
1930.

05

Beatrix Potter
 

"The Tale of Peter Rabbit"
was inspired by a letter
about four rabbits that
Potter wrote and illustrated
to the ill son of her former
governess, in 1893. 

Beatrix Potter purchased
her Lake District home in
1905, Hill Top Farm, in 1946
it was open to the public.



Biography

Here is a short biography. We encourage you to research and discover on
your own if you want a more comprehensive look at the topic. Books,

internet searches, and more can help you uncover even more fascinating
information.

Beatrix Potter
 

Beatrix Potter was born on July 28, 1866, to a middle-class family in Kensington,
London. Both of her parents were also artistic. 

Growing up, she had a brother that she rarely saw because he was away at
boarding school much of the time. Since she didn't have much contact with other
children, writing and illustrating stories based on her own animals became a
significant part of her childhood. 

She was a naturally gifted artist and took a great interest in nature. She spent a
good deal of her life drawing fungi, animals, and flowers around her. 

In her twenties, she tried to get her children's book and illustrations published but
was unsuccessful. It wasn't until she was 36 years old that "The Tales of Peter
Rabbit" was published. 

Beatrix loved farm-life and spent the later years of her life on her farm, Hill Top
Farm, where she bred and raised Herdwick sheep. Conservation was also extremely
important to Beatrix; she left over 4,000 acres to the National Trust when she died. 

Be sure to enjoy Nana’s Beatrix Potter Podcast and learn even more about this
famous artist.

https://www.chalkpastel.com/famous-artist-beatrix-potter/


5
Fast Facts

01 02

Throughout his l ife,
Rembrandt dealt with
much loss. He outlived four
out of his five children. 

Rembrandt would sign
his early artwork with
his Latin monogram
RHL.

03 04

Rembrandt created more than 90 self-portraits over
his l ifetime. He also liked to insert himself into his
other paintings as a spectator in the crowd. 

Rembrandt painted
Joseph's Dream in 1645,
it is an oil on canvas
painting. 

05

Rembrandt Dream
of Joseph

 

Joseph's dream in the Bible
can be found in Matthew
2:13-15. 



Biography

Here is a short biography. We encourage you to research and discover on
your own if you want a more comprehensive look at the topic. Books,

internet searches, and more can help you uncover even more fascinating
information.

Rembrandt Dream of Joseph
 King Herod, the king of Judea, had ordered all male children under the age of two

in the Bethlehem area to be executed. At the time, Jesus was just a baby, and an
angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream to warn him. Joseph and Mary
were to flee to Egypt with baby Jesus. 

Rembrandt was a Dutch artist that painted Joseph's Dream in 1645. Rembrandt is a
well-known artist from the Dutch Golden Age era. Rembrandt Harmenszoon van
Rijn was born July 15, 1606 in Leiden in the province of South Holland. His father
worked in a mill, and his mother was the daughter of a baker. 

As a young boy, he attended a Latin school and later enrolled at The University of
Leiden, where he apprenticed for a Leiden history painter. He spent most of his
time in the Netherlands, and unlike other artists of his time, he did not travel
abroad to study art. 

Around 1624, Rembrandt opened an art studio where he began offering lessons. In
1631 Rembrandt moved to Amsterdam and began to work as a professional
portraitist for the first time, with great success. Rembrandt's portraits, self-
portraits, and scenes from the Bible are regarded as his most significant works. For
twenty years, he taught other Dutch artists and was highly regarded in the world of
art, and specifically Dutch art. 

Rembrandt was known for his overspending and had to sell everything he owned to
avoid bankruptcy in 1660. He died on October 4, 1669, in Amsterdam, a poor man. 

Joseph's Dream is currently in the Gemaldegalerie art museum in Berlin, Germany. 

You can read about Joseph's dream in the Bible in Matthew 2:13-15.



5
Fast Facts

01 02

In 1939, The Boy Scouts of
America officials awarded
Rockwell with a Silver Buffalo,
the organization’s highest
award. 

At age 14, Norman
Rockwell began taking
classes at the New York
School of Art.

03 04

Rockwell tried to join the Navy once the U.S.
entered World War I. The Navy initially rejected him
on the grounds of being 17 pounds underweight.

Norman Rockwell created
323 covers for "The
Saturday Evening Post"
over his l ifetime. 
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Norman Rockwell
 

In 1951 Rockwell painted Saying
Grace for "The Saturday Evening
Post". In December of 2013, it
sold for $46 mill ion dollars at
auction. 



Biography

Here is a short biography. We encourage you to research and discover on
your own if you want a more comprehensive look at the topic. Books,

internet searches, and more can help you uncover even more fascinating
information.

Norman Rockwell
 Norman Percevel Rockwell was born February 3, 1894, in New York, New York. His

father was the manager of a textile firm. 

At the age of 14, Rockwell transferred from high school to the Chase Art School.
Early on, he was creating artwork for magazine publications. Rockwell was hired as
an on-staff artist for "Boys' Life magazine" of The Boy Scouts of America. 

Rockwell submitted his first successful cover painting to "The Saturday Evening
Post" magazine in 1916. He would continue to contribute iconic covers to "The Post"
until 1963. 

Norman Rockwell was best known for his paintings and illustrations of American
life and culture. 

Norman Rockwell was married three times over his life span, and all three of his
wives were school teachers. 

Rockwell died in November 1978 of emphysema at age 84 in his Stockbridge,
Massachusetts home. 

A collection of more than 700 original Rockwell paintings, drawings, and studies are
currently in the Norman Rockwell Museum in Stockbridge, Massachusetts. 



5
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01 02

Betsy Ross was a New
Year's baby; she was

born January 1, 1752.

Betsy's real name
was Elizabeth. 

03 04

Betsy Ross owned an upholstery business with
her first husband. After his death, she worked
extremely hard to keep the business going. 

Betsy was widowed
three times. 

05

Betsy Ross
 

On January 1, 1952, the
U.S. Post Office issued a
commemorative postage
stamp to honor the 200th
anniversary of her birth. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Postal_Service


Biography

Here is a short biography. We encourage you to research and discover on
your own if you want a more comprehensive look at the topic. Books,

internet searches, and more can help you uncover even more fascinating
information.

Betsy Ross
 

Elizabeth Griscom Ross was born into a Quaker family in New Jersey, January 1,
1752. Betsy was the eighth of seventeen children. She grew up in a strict home and
learned to sew from her great aunt. 

Betsy attended Quaker-run schools, and her father got her an apprentice position
for an upholsterer. Along with her first husband, Betsy ran an upholstery business. 

There is no solid evidence to support that Besty made the first American flag, but
there is evidence that Betsy made many flags for the U.S. from historical receipts. 

Legend has it that George Washington visited Betsy in 1776 along with two other
members of a congressional committee. Washington presented her with a sketch
of the flag that had 6-pointed stars. Betsy suggested 5-point stars because they
would be easier and quicker to cut out. 

History learned of this story from writings of her grandson in the 1870s. Although
no one can confirm if Betsy sewed the original flag, we know that she made flags
for the Pennsylvania navy during the American Revolution. 

She made flags for the U.S. for over fifty years. On January 30, 1836, Betsy Ross
died at the age of 84. 



5
Fast Facts

01 02
The Girl With A Pearl
Earring is often referred to
as The Dutch Mona Lisa. 

The paint used to paint the
turban in The Girl With A Pearl
Earring was said to be made
from crushing deep blue semi-
precious stone called lapis
lazuli . 

03 04

The girl in the painting The Girl With A Pearl Earring
is said to be Johannes Vermeer's eldest daughter,
Maria. She was believed to be 13 at that time. 

Vermeer used the same
earring for another of his
paintings titled A Woman
Brought A Letter By A Maid .

05

Johannes Vermeer
 

Vermeer was obsessed with
developing painting
techniques and playing with
light by using mirrors and
other optics. 



Biography

Here is a short biography. We encourage you to research and discover on
your own if you want a more comprehensive look at the topic. Books,

internet searches, and more can help you uncover even more fascinating
information.

Johannes Vermeer
 

Johannes Vermeer was born to a middle-class family in October 1632. Not many
details about Vermeer's early life are known, but he spent much of his life in Delft. 

His father owned an inn called The Flying Fox and also dealt art. After his father
died, Vermeer took over the family's art business. 

It is unclear where Vermeer studied art or if he apprenticed for anyone. We know
that he was a Dutch Baroque Period painter who specialized in interior scenes of
middle-class life.

He is known for his painting style by experimenting with various pigments and
playing with optics and light. 

Johannes Vermeer lived most of his life living with his wife and children in his
mother-in-law's home. His wife birthed 15 children there. 

In December 1653, Vermeer became a member of the Guild of Saint Luke, an
association for painters, sculptors, and art traders. Vermeer produced a total of
fewer than 50 paintings over his lifetime, of which 34 have survived.

In December 1675, Vermeer died after a short illness leaving his wife and children in
debt. 



5
Fast Facts

01 02

Warhol's modest family roots
influenced some of his work,
like his mother's choice of a
lunchtime staple that prompted
his Campbell's Soup Series .

In 1962, Warhol's first
solo show in New York
featured his earliest
paintings of Marilyn
Monroe sold out.

03 04

Warhol decided upon series of paintings to draw attention
at art galleries and distinguish himself from fellow Pop
Artist Roy Lichtenstein.

The 1986 Self-Portrait in
purple set a record for Warhol
self-portraits when it sold at
Sotheby's for $32.6 mill ion in
2010.
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Andy Warhol
 

Warhol's first big break
was in August 1949 when
he was asked to
illustrate an article for
"Glamour Magazine".



Biography

Here is a short biography. We encourage you to research and discover on
your own if you want a more comprehensive look at the topic. Books,

internet searches, and more can help you uncover even more fascinating
information.

Andy Warhol
 

In Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, Andrew Warhola, Jr. was born on August 6, 1928, to
working-class emigrants from Mikó, Austria-Hungary. 

In third grade, he had a nervous system disease that left him confined to his bed at
times, this is where his interest in pop culture began, and he started to draw. 

As a young adult, he worked as a commercial artist designing advertisements and
window displays for stores.

In the 1960s, he started to exhibit his work in galleries, and his popularity for
American Pop Art grew. He was known as an edgy artist that used a variety of
media in his art. 

He was one of the most famous American artists of the 20th century known for his
iconic Pop Art. He painted about 300 different paintings during his lifetime. 

In 1968, Warhol survived a gunshot by Valerie Solanas at his New York City art
studio. 

Warhol died in his sleep from postoperative complications after a gallbladder
removal at age 58.
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01 02
Churchill was a master
orator. 

Churchill escaped from
a prison camp where he
was captured in South
Africa in 1899. 

03 04

Churchill wrote 43 book-length works in 72
volumes, published throughout his l ifetime and
after his death. 

Churchill popularized
the term "iron curtain".
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Winston Churchill
 
 

Winston Churchill painted
500 paintings over the span
of his painting career.  



Biography

Here is a short biography. We encourage you to research and discover on
your own if you want a more comprehensive look at the topic. Books,

internet searches, and more can help you uncover even more fascinating
information.

Winston Churchill
 
 

Sir Winston Leonard Spencer Churchill was born November 30, 1874, in Oxfordshire.
His father was a Lord and member of Parliament, while his mother was the
daughter of a wealthy American businessman. 

Winston went to boarding school at the age of seven. His father wanted him to
pursue a military career. He joined the British army in 1895. He went on to be the
Prime Minister of the United Kingdom twice. 

Churchill was well known for his military career and as a historian, painter, orator,
and writer. He was awarded a Nobel Prize in Literature in 1953. 

In 1915, Churchill took up painting as a hobby after he resigned from the Admiralty.
He completed around 500 paintings, many of which are on display in the studio at
Chartwell and private collections.

Winston Churchill has a lifetime full of accomplishments and history worth
researching. He was married 57 years to his wife, and they had five children
together. 

Churchill died on January 12, 1965, of a stroke.

Be sure to enjoy Nana’s Winston Churchill podcast and learn even more about this
famous artist.

https://www.chalkpastel.com/famous-artist-winston-churchill/
https://www.chalkpastel.com/famous-artist-claude-monet/
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Van Gogh was named after an
older brother who had died in
childbirth one year before his
own birth. He was also named
after his grandfather.

Van Gogh sold only one
painting while alive for
a mere 400 francs.

03 04

Although his last name is most commonly
pronounced "van go," it is actually pronounced
"van gokh."

Van Gogh's most famous work,
Starry Night ,  was completed
while he was in an asylum,
recuperating from a nervous
breakdown. 
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Van Gogh

Van Gogh worked as a
missionary in the coal
mining region of Belgium.



Biography

Here is a short biography. We encourage you to research and discover on
your own if you want a more comprehensive look at the topic. Books,

internet searches, and more can help you uncover even more fascinating
information.

Van Gogh
 
 
 

Vincent Willem van Gogh was born March 30, 1853, in North Brabant's province in
the Netherlands. His father was the son of a minister and his mother from a
prosperous family. 

Van Gogh was a serious child educated at home by a governess, then eventually
sent to the village school then later to boarding school. He took an interest in art
early in his life. His mother encouraged him to draw. 

In 1869, Van Gogh's uncle secured him a job at the art dealers Goupil & Cie. He had
a series of small jobs that didn't work out and decided to pursue missionary work. 

At his brother Theo's suggestion to study art, Van Gogh registered to attend the
Académie Royale des Beaux-Arts. Van Gogh focused on painting and drawing.
Working outside and very quickly, he completed sketches and paintings of locals
and their cottages.

Van Gogh is a well-known Dutch post-impressionist painter who became one of the
most famous and influential figures in Western art history, but not until after his
death. He was not commercially successful during his lifetime. 

He created around 2,100 works of art, including around 860 oil paintings; most are
from the last two years of his life. They include landscapes, still lifes, portraits, and
self-portraits. 

Van Gogh suffered from multiple possible medical conditions throughout his
lifetime, including depression, bouts of mania, and other disorders. 

On July 27, 1890, Van Gogh shot himself in the chest at the age of 37, and was
buried on July 30. 



5
Fast Facts

01 02
Picasso was also a poet
and playwright; he wrote
around 300 poems. 

At the age of 8, Picasso
completed his first painting,
Le petit picador jaune (The
little yellow bullfighter). 

03 04

Picasso was baptized Pablo Diego José Francisco de Paula
Juan Nepomuceno María de los Remedios Cipriano de la
Santísima Trinidad Martyr Patricio Clito Ruíz y Picasso. He
was named after various relatives and saints. 

Picasso's father was a painter
who was known for nature
paintings of birds and other
animals. 
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Picasso

Picasso is known for
co-founding the Cubist
movement. 



Biography

Here is a short biography. We encourage you to research and discover on
your own if you want a more comprehensive look at the topic. Books,

internet searches, and more can help you uncover even more fascinating
information.

Picasso
 
 
 

Pablo Ruiz Picasso was born October 25, 1881, the first child of a middle-class family
in southern Spain. His father was a painter and art professor. 

Picasso's mother said his first word was piz, a short version of lápiz, the Spanish
word for pencil. Picasso showed a great deal of talent at an early age. His father
began giving him formal lessons at the age of seven. Picasso was accepted to the
School of Fine Arts in Barcelona, where his father taught, at thirteen. 

Picasso's father sent him to Madrid's Real Academia de Bellas Artes de San
Fernando, the country's most prominent art school. But at age 16, Picasso set off on
his own, he disliked formal instruction and stopped attending classes soon after he
enrolled. 

In 1901, Picasso lived in Madrid, where he and his friend Francisco de Asís Soler
founded the magazine Arte Joven (Young Art). Soler solicited articles and Picasso
did the illustrations, contributing cartoons depicting and sympathizing with the
poor. Picasso continued painting and quickly became a favorite of many local art
dealers. 

Picasso is known for his role in co-founding the Cubist movement along with being
one of the most influential artists of the 20th century. His artwork is categorized
into periods, the Blue Period, the Rose Period, the African-Influenced Period,
Analytic Cubism, Synthetic Cubism, Neoclassical, and Surrealism. 

Picasso was a painter, sculptor, poet, printmaker, ceramicist, and theatre designer.
He wrote plays and 300 poems, but he did not begin writing until after he was 53. 

He was married twice and had four children. Pablo Picasso died on April 8, 1973, in
France, from heart failure. 



5
Fast Facts

01 02

Georgia O'Keeffe was the first
woman to be given an
independent exhibition for her
artwork by the Museum of
Modern Art.

Georgia O'Keeffe
created over 2,000
paintings in her lifetime. 

03 04

Georgia O'Keeffe was known for painting in her own
style instead of changing to what painting style was
popular at the time. 

The northern part of the New
Mexico desert is also called
O'Keeffe Country because of
her gorgeous paintings of that
area.
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Georgia O'Keeffe 

O'Keeffe stopped creating
oil paintings around 1972
but still created works in
charcoal and pencil.



Biography

Here is a short biography. We encourage you to research and discover on
your own if you want a more comprehensive look at the topic. Books,

internet searches, and more can help you uncover even more fascinating
information.

Georgia O'Keeffe 
 
 
 

Georgia Totto O'Keeffe was born November 15, 1887, in a farmhouse in Wisconsin.
Her parents were dairy farmers. 

Georgia was the second of seven children, and by the age of ten, she knew that she
wanted to become an artist. Growing up, she took watercolor lessons from a local
watercolorist with her sisters. 

After high school, Georgia attended the School of the Art Institute of Chicago and
the Art Students League in New York City. 

As a young adult, Georgia was head of the art department at West Texas State
Normal College, where she taught. She later taught art at Columbia College and
had a couple of other teaching jobs at public schools while she continued working
on her own art. 

She traveled to New Mexico in 1929 and became very fond of the landscape there.
O'Keeffe painted some of her famous oil paintings in New Mexico, but she stopped
painting and working from 1932 until the mid-1930s as she was admitted to a
psychiatric hospital after various nervous breakdowns. 

Once she began to paint again, in 1936, she completed what would become one of
her best-known paintings, Summer Days. 

O'Keeffe painted, sculpted, and worked on her autobiography into her later years.
She died on March 6, 1986 at the age of 98. 



5
Fast Facts

01 02

Ross was missing a finger. He
hid his missing finger by
holding the palette with that
hand. 

90% of PBS viewers do
not paint along with
Ross. 

03 04

Ross’s oil painting technique, “wet on wet,” is also known as
“alla prima” or “direct painting. ” Oil painters like Monet
and Rembrandt have used this technique since the 15th
century.

Ross was a drill sergeant
in the United States Air
Force. 
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Bob Ross

Ross, l ike Nana, wanted
everyone to believe that
they could be artists too. 



Biography

Here is a short biography. We encourage you to research and discover on
your own if you want a more comprehensive look at the topic. Books,

internet searches, and more can help you uncover even more fascinating
information.

Bob Ross
 
 
 

Robert Norman Ross was born on October 29, 1942, in Daytona Beach, Florida. His
father was a carpenter, and his mother a waitress. 

As a boy, Ross cared for injured animals, like armadillos, snakes, alligators, and
squirrels. Ross dropped out of high school in the 9th grade. He worked for his
father as a carpenter, and he lost part of his left index finger in a woodworking
accident. 

In 1961, at the age of 18, Ross enlisted in the United States Air Force. He began his
military career as a medical records technician and rose to the rank of master
sergeant. 

Based in Alaska and during his 20-year Air Force career, Ross developed an
interest in painting after attending an art class at the Anchorage U.S.O. club. 

He perfected his painting techniques watching a T.V. show called The Magic of Oil
Painting while working part-time as a bartender. 

Ross later created and became the instructor for a PBS show called The Joy of
Painting. The show ran from January 1983 to May 1994, and reruns continue to air. 

Ross died at the age of 52 on July 4, 1995, from lymphoma.



5
Fast Facts

01 02

It took Seurat two years to
complete A Sunday on La
Grande Jatte — 1884 ,  and it
was his most significant
work. 

A Sunday on La Grande
Jatte — 1884 is a large
painting, measuring in at
7 feet by 10 feet. 

03 04

Seurat painted with tiny dots using pure colors instead
of mixing colors on the canvas. The technique was
called pointill ism or chromo-luminarism and gave his
paintings a glowing feel or look. 

Seurat died early at 31 years
old due to an unknown illness,
and his son contracted the
same disease and died two
weeks later.
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Georges Seurat
 

On April 15, 1958, a fire
broke out at the Museum of
Modern Art. Seurat's
painting, A Sunday on La
Grande Latte — 1884 ,  had
to be evacuated. 



Biography

Here is a short biography. We encourage you to research and discover on
your own if you want a more comprehensive look at the topic. Books,

internet searches, and more can help you uncover even more fascinating
information.

Georges Seurat
 
 
 
 

Georges-Pierre Seurat was born December 2, 1859, to a wealthy family in Paris. 

Seurat first studied art at the École Municipale de Sculpture et Dessin near his
family home. In 1878 he attended the École des Beaux-Arts where he studied the old
masters of art. His formal art education ended in November 1879, when he left for
a year of military service.

After a year at the Brest Military Academy, Seurat returned to Paris. For the next
two years, he worked to master the art of monochrome drawing.

Seurat is widely known for his use of color theory; he took the science of color
seriously. He believed that a painter could create emotion in art and harmony
through color. Seurat thought that a new language of art could be created using
the knowledge of perception and optical laws. He is known for developing the
painting techniques chromoluminarism and pointillism.  

Only seven full-size paintings and 40 smaller paintings were completed over
Seurat's short lifetime. He also completed hundreds of sketches and drawings.

Seurat died in Paris on March 29, 1891, at the age of 31. The cause of his death is
uncertain. He left his work, The Circus, unfinished. 







5
Fast Facts

01 02

Horace Pippin
painted about 140
artworks during his
life. 

Horace Pippin was
a self-taught
artist. 

03 04

Horace Pippin's artwork is currently in prestigious
museums like the Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine
Arts and the Metropolitan Museum of Arts.

A sniper shot Pippin
in the right arm
during the war, and
he lost the use of it
afterward. 
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Horace Pippin
 

In 1920, Pippin
married Jennie
Wade, and the
couple had one
child. 



Biography

Here is a short biography. We encourage you to research and discover on
your own if you want a more comprehensive look at the topic. Books,

internet searches, and more can help you uncover even more fascinating
information.

Horace Pippin
 
 
 
 

On February 22, 1888, Horace Pippin was born in West Chester, Pennsylvania, to
Harriet Pippin. The identity of Horace's birth father is unknown. Horace grew up
around Goshen, New York, where he attended segregated schools until about
fifteen years old. 

As a young boy, Horace participated in an art supply company's advertising
contest and won his first set of crayons along with a box of watercolors. He drew
the racehorses and jockeys from the local racetrack. 

Horace's mother was ill, and he went to work to support the family. He worked as a
hotel porter, a furniture packer, and an iron molder. Eventually, he enlisted in World
War I and served with the famous Harlem Hellfighters. The Harlem Hellfighters
were the longest-serving U.S. regiment on the war's frontlines. Pippin was
honorably discharged in 1919.

After the war, Pippin began drawing illustrations depicting his military service.
He took up art after the war as therapy for an injured arm. He would see
pictures in his mind and paint them. Horace Pippin went on to become one of
the most famous African-American artists of all time. He painted landscapes,
scenes inspired by his time at war, biblical art, but some of his most well-known
works were of slavery and racial segregation. Horace Pippin died on July 6,
1946. 



5
Fast Facts

01 02

Tudor's daughters
Bethany Tudor and
Efner Holmes are also
accomplished authors
and illustrators.

Tasha Tudor received
the Regina Medal in
1971 for her
contributions to
children's l iterature.

03 04

Other well-known children's books illustrated by Tasha Tudor:
A Child's Garden of Verses ,  by Robert Louis Stevenson, 1947
The Secret Garden ,  by Frances Hodgson Burnett, 1962
A Little Princess, by Frances Hodgson Burnett, 1963
The Wind in the Willows ,  by Kenneth Grahame, 1966
Little Women ,  by Louisa May Alcott, 1969

Tudor was considered by
many to be a 19-century
Martha Stewart. She was
a gardener, baker, cook,
and all-around
homemaker. 
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Tasha Tudor
 

Tudor created intricate
art borders, including
nature, that reflected
her desire for nature-
driven life. 



Biography

Here is a short biography. We encourage you to research and discover on
your own if you want a more comprehensive look at the topic. Books,

internet searches, and more can help you uncover even more fascinating
information.

Tasha Tudor
 
 
 
 

Tasha Tudor's real name at birth was Starling Burgess. She was born in Boston,
Massachusetts, on August 28, 1915, to her father, W. Starling Burgess, and mother,
Rosamund Tudor. Her father was a naval architect, and her mother was a portrait
painter. 

Her father admired the book character from War and Peace named Natasha, so
she was soon re-christened, Natasha. And her name was later shortened to Tasha.
Tasha was often introduced as "Rosamund Tudor's daughter, Tasha," leading
others to believe her last name was Tudor. She liked the sounds of it and adopted
the name and later changed her surname legally. 

Tasha is a significant contributor to modern children's literature as an author and
illustrator. She illustrated over one hundred books throughout her career and
authored about two dozen of them. Tasha also created artworks for posters,
Christmas cards, Advent calendars, and Valentines. 

Tudor was known for her exquisite pencil drawings and lovely watercolors that
conveyed tranquility and, often, nature. Growing up, Tasha appreciated nature,
homemaking, farm life, and traditions. As an adult, she decided to "make
illustration her life-work." Her first children's book, Pumpkin Moonshine, was
published in 1938. 

Tudor died on June 18, 2008, and her estate was estimated at two million dollars.
Tudor had disinherited three of her four children due to their estrangement from
her. 



5
Fast Facts

01 02
Carle's career took off
after collaborating on the
children's book Brown
Bear, Brown Bear, What
Do You See? .

The Very Hungry
Caterpillar has been
translated into more than
66 languages and sold
over 50 mill ion copies.

03 04
In November 2019, Carle
sold the publishing rights
of his complete works to
Penguin Random House.

Eric Carle uses a collage technique to illustrate his books.
He hand-painted tissue paper, which he then cut and
layered to create his bright, unique pictures.
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Eric Carle
 

Carle and his wife,
Barbara, established a
museum, The Eric Carle
Museum of Picture Book
Art, that celebrates
picture books worldwide. 



Biography

Here is a short biography. We encourage you to research and discover on
your own if you want a more comprehensive look at the topic. Books,

internet searches, and more can help you uncover even more fascinating
information.

Eric Carle
 
 
 

Eric Carle was born June 25, 1929 in Syracuse, New York to parents Erich W. Carle
and Johanna (née Oelschlaeger). His father was a civil servant. Around the age of
six, his mother was homesick for Germany, so the family relocated to Stuttgart. 

Eric attended the local art academy, State Academy of Fine Arts Stuttgart. His
father was drafted into the German Army around 1939 and was taken prisoner by
the Soviet forces in 1945. His father returned home in 1947, mentally worn, sick, and
weighing only eighty-five pounds. 

Carle eventually made it back to the United States in 1952 with only $40 to his
name. Eric Carle landed a graphic designer position in the promotional department
for The New York Times. However, he made his way back to Germany after being
drafted into the Korean War and stationed there. But after the war, he made his
way back to his previous job at The New York Times. 

Bill Martin Jr. contacted Carle and asked him to collaborate on a children's book
called Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do You See? as an illustrator. That
collaboration catapulted Carle's career as an illustrator and children's author. Eric
Carle went on to write over seventy books that sold over one hundred and seventy
million copies. Eric Carle died on May 23, 2021, weeks before his 92nd birthday. 

"With many of my books I attempt to bridge the gap between the home and
school. To me home represents, or should represent; warmth, security, toys,
holding hands, being held. School is a strange and new place for a child. Will it be a
happy place? There are new people, a teacher, classmates—will they be friendly?
I believe the passage from home to school is the second biggest trauma of
childhood; the first is, of course, being born." - Eric Carle



5
Fast Facts

01 02
A 1942 piece, The Old
Checkered House, 1862 ,  was
appraised at the Memphis
2004 Antiques Roadshow. The
piece was valued at $60,000. 

The children's book
Grandma Moses Story
Book was published in
1961.

03 04
In November 2006, her 1943
work Sugaring Off became
her highest-selling work at
$1.2 mill ion dollars. 

Anna Mary Robertson Moses was casually called Mother
Moses or Grandma Moses by friends and family. But it
became a permanent nickname after a newspaper reporter
referred to her as Grandma Moses after a press gathering
at one of her first shows.
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Grandma Moses
 

The one-room schoolhouse that
Grandma Moses briefly
attended is now the Bennington
Museum in Vermont, which has
the largest collection of her
works in the United States.



Biography

Here is a short biography. We encourage you to research and discover on
your own if you want a more comprehensive look at the topic. Books,

internet searches, and more can help you uncover even more fascinating
information.

Grandma Moses
 
 
 

Anna Mary Robertson Moses was born September 7, 1860, in Greenwich, New York,
to parents Margaret Shanahan Robertson and Russell King Robertson. She was the
third of ten children. Her father was a farmer that ran a flax mill. 

As a young girl, Moses attended a one-room schoolhouse briefly and was inspired
to take art lessons. She used natural and household items such as lemon juice,
grass, grape juice, ground ochre, flour paste, and slack lime as paint to create her
landscapes. 

At the age of twelve, Moses left home to work for a neighboring wealthy family. For
fifteen years, she kept the house, cooked, and cleaned for local families. One of
these wealthy families noticed her interest in their Currier and Ives print, so they
gifted her wax crayons and chalk. 

At twenty-seven, she married Thomas Salmon Moses; he was a "hired man"
working on the same farm. They had ten children together, and only five survived
infancy. As a young wife and mother, Moses was known as very creative. She used
housepaint to decorate the fireboard in her home, gifted embroidered pictures to
friends and family, and designed "hobby art" from quilted projects. 

By the time Grandma Moses was seventy-six years old, she had developed arthritis
that made embroidery painful. Her sister suggested painting might be easier for
her, so Moses launched her artistic career in her seventies. Moses painted New
England landscapes and rural life. She painted fifteen hundred canvases over three
decades. She began charging $3-$5 per painting, but as her fame and notoriety
increased, she was charging $8,000-$10,000 per folk-art painting. Grandma Moses
died at age 101 on December 13, 1961, in Hoosick Falls, New York. 






